[image: image1.png]




February 4, 2008

Delegate Jim Shuler
P.O. Box 406

Richmond, VA 23218

Dear Delegate Shuler: 

Douthat State Park Environmental Education Group is asking for your support to help build a Discovery Center.  Douthat is the only Virginia State Park of its size that does not yet have a Discovery or Visitor Center, but with your help and support we can make this happen. Today, Douthat State Park has 1,059 programs with an average of 40 people at each program totaling to 42,687 people in attendance.  In 2007, the economic impact on the community from Douthat’s visitors was $7,315,732 with 194,580 overnight and day guests.  

Plans have been drawn up and include renovating the already existing structure built by the Civilian Conservation Corp, and include creating an up-to-date facility, with an audio visual great room, a wet lab for field work, restrooms and shower facilities, and offices for the interpretive staff.  The Virginia Standards of Learning tests are now the main focus in schools across the state.  The environmental education programs at Douthat State Park offer hands-on demonstrations to students and children to increase SOL test scores and environmental awareness.  The Discovery Center will offer schools the advantage to visit the park for their learning experience, and offer access to a closer and more convenient location.  
Adventure programming, such as overnight backpacking trips, will become a reality for the park users once the Discovery Center is built.  Without a building to house equipment and meet for the programs, Douthat State Park is unable to hold such programs.  With the construction of the Discovery Center, there will be a central meeting place, equipment and room for research, and shower facilities.  The overnight backpacking trips will not only be available for children, families will be encouraged to participate in the overnight trips as well.
The Douthat State Park Environmental Education Group would like for everyone to “Discover Nature Naturally … Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” 
Sincerely,

David Arritt

Douthat State Park Environmental Education Group President
Douthat S.P.E.ED. Group

Douthat State Park Environmental Education Group

Douthat State Park * 14239 Douthat State Park Road * Millboro, VA 24460

Phone: (540) 862-8100   *   Fax: (540) 862-8104

Email:  douthatspeed@yahoo.com
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